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In The Fight To Vindicate The Comfort Women. Ordinary Americans Upstag e 

U.S. Tokyo Ambassador Caroline Kennedy 



Last month I recounted how a top U.S. law firm had agreed to help shadowy 
Japanese interests try to portray the so-called Comfort Women - the sex slaves 
grotesquely abused by the Japanese Imperial Army in World War II - as no more 
than common prostitutes. As I pointed out, the case is totally toxic and no 
respectable law firm should have anything to do with it. The article has 
generated nearly 90,000 clicks, 5,500 Facebook shares, and countless supporting 
comments. 




Now comes news that the law firm at the center of the firestorm, 
Chicago-based Mayer Brown, is withdrawing from the case. As 
reported in the Los Angeles Daily News, pressure from outraged 
Forbes readers helped tip the balance. 
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As for Caroline Kennedy, in late February she was handed a perfect opportunity to 
bring some intellectual honesty to the Comfort Women debate. This came when 
the New York Times, in an article headed "Japan to Revisit Apology to Wartime 
Sex Slaves," reported that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's government was 
considering cancelling the 1993 apology. The report was published a week after 
Mayer Brown had filed the Glendale suit. While it would not have been 
appropriate for Kennedy to have criticized Mayer Brown directly, she could have 
announced that any move by Japan to "unapologize" would be viewed with dismay 
in the United States. The implications would have been hard for any decent person 
at Mayer Brown to overlook. 
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Although it is, of course, not unusual for even the most respectable of U.S. law 
firms to press bogus lawsuits, two aspects of the Comfort Women suit have proved 
particularly embarrassing for Mayer Brown: 



The involvement of the Global Alliance for Historical Truth-US. Incorporated as 
recently as February 6, the alliance gives its address as a UPS office and is little 
more than a legal fiction. The really controversial part is that its name has been 
evidently chosen so it would be confused with a very different entity, the Global 
Alliance for Preserving the History of WWII in Asia. This latter is a long- 
established, entirely respectable scholarly group founded by Chinese-American 
professors that is on the other side of the Comfort Women argument. 




